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2000 IRON ORE TRADE 
 

 Iron ore shipments on the Great Lakes totaled 60,772,239 gross tons (68,064,908 net tons) 
during the 2000 navigation season, a decrease of 1 percent compared to 1999.  There was a slight 
increase in iron ore loadings at Lake Superior ports, but declines at Lake Michigan and eastern 
Canada more than offset those additional tons.  As such, the 2000 season marks the second in a row 
in which the Lakes iron ore trade has decreased. 
 Steel production in North America increased 4.2 percent to 107.4 million net tons in 2000.  
The Lakes iron ore trade likely would have registered a slight increase too but for 1.) lower water 
levels that have reduced the average iron ore cargo from 33,068 g.t. in 1997 to 30,493 g.t. in 2000; 
and 2.) an early onset of significant ice formations that slowed December and January vessel 
transits. 
 The year saw a continuation of the unfair trade in steel that has plagued the domestic industry 
since 1998.  Steel imports reached their second-highest level ever – 38 million net tons.  Moreover, 
the depressed price at which subsidized producers are willing to sell in the U.S. market slashed 

already slim margins for domestic steelmakers.  As a direct result, two major American steel 
companies declared bankruptcy in 2000 – Wheeling Pittsburgh in November and LTV Steel in 
December. 
 Prior to declaring bankruptcy, LTV announced the permanent closing of its LTV Steel Mining 
Company on Minnesota’s Mesabi Iron Range.  Originally the mine was scheduled for shutdown in the 
summer of 2001, but deteriorating conditions in the industry forced a February 2001 shuttering of the 
pioneering taconite plant.  (LTV Steel Mining Company was opened in 1957 as Erie Mining 
Company, the second taconite processing plant in the history of the industry.)  In recent years, iron 
ore shipments from LTV Steel Mining Company’s dock at Taconite Harbor have averaged 7 million 
gross tons. 
 

Month Great Lakes Eastern Canada Total

March 1,710,804 104,976 1,815,780

April 5,241,548 1,054,294 6,295,842

May 5,785,258 1,092,587 6,877,845

June 5,379,160 1,229,262 6,608,422

July 6,137,793 1,324,680 7,462,473

August 5,847,123 1,115,066 6,962,189

September 5,277,940 1,008,885 6,286,825

October 5,376,027 1,189,879 6,565,906

November 4,674,434 1,175,257 5,849,691

December 4,349,763 441,585 4,791,348

January 2001 1,255,918 0 1,255,918

Totals 51,035,768 9,736,471 60,772,239

To convert to net tons, multiply by 1.12
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