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www.Weather.gov/GreatLakes
Is an Essential Government Page and the data will be 
available even during a government shutdown.

http://www.weather.gov/GreatLakes


Change:

Supporting you with our evolving understanding and 
capabilities - means we need to make changes 
to the existing forecasts from time to time. 



You may have noticed, 
WE STOPPED SHOUTING



Supporting you with our evolving 
understanding and capabilities

Last year we warned we would have some surveys for you and we needed 
your help. 

We asked for your help with 2 Surveys this past year:

1. NWS has evidence that our warnings could be simplified and shortened. 
Should All NWS Warnings from Winter to Blizzards to Marine, Gales, and 
Storm Warnings change to meet our new standard.

2. NWS has capability to provide more information on winds and waves 
and match this up in a format which could be viewed more easily and 
matched by others. Should we change?



You may recall this survey:



Results:

Gale, and Storm Warnings will 
retain their current IDs
per your survey comments







NEW Format: 
What...
Where...
When...

...Small Craft Advisory in Effect...



Reformatting is taking place in most 
Weather Warnings such as winter and 
marine.

WHAT, WHERE
The new format  will highlight  

the 

and

WHEN
followed by precaut ionary and 

preparedness act ions.



The Great Lakes Survey



Which is easier to read?



We Asked and You Responded to the Survey - Tha nk You!



Question: Rate readability and ease of interpetation of the Tabular GLF
22 of 30 (78%) rated the new format strongly favorable (score of 8-10).
5/30 (17%) rated the new product neutrally (score of 4-7).
3/30 (10%) rated the new format strongly unfavorable (score of 1-3).

comments include:
● Easier to "read" by far.
● I like the new Open Water Forecast. It is very easy to read, and it’s 
mobile phone friendly as well!
● Tabular format is easier to use when you want to pick out the 
"highlights"...similar to TS products out of TPC.
● Tabular format. Will not print out as nicely for hard copy records (Tug 
Operator)



Question: Technical Data of the Tabular GLF
comments included:
● I would much prefer to see the “highest” possible wind speed. That 
being said, both the 10M and 30M winds would be helpful

● In short, I like it. I like how it incorporates surface winds (10M) with 
higher winds (30M) 

● (Like) the the 30m winds (100 ft) and sig/ocnl waves breakout.

●Would prefer that you leave metric figures off and use only 100' 

● I do not like wave heights in meters.

●Do not see a coded MAFOR. I sail as captain on a commercial Great 
Lakes freighter -the main thing I see missing is coded MAFOR which 
can be very useful in predicting a wind shift.



Final Comments regarding the Survey : 
Many of the technical comments appreciated having significant waves 
(highest 30% in the spectra) and occasional waves (highest 10% in the 
spectra)

The surface(10 meter) and the 100 foot(30 meter) levels also drew a few 
comments with small boats and tug operators responding no need for 
winds at 100 foot and larger Ships requesting those higher winds. 

There were numerous comments concerning the lack of a MAFOR 
forecast. While use of the MAFOR should be discouraged due to its lack of 
spatial and temporal resolution - many mariners still use the MAFOR and 
as a result of this survey, the MAFOR has been included in the code for the 
tabular GLF for Lake Huron as a test and will be in the final version in 2019. 

Lastly, there were several complaints about the use of metric units from 
U.S. - based mariners. While international vessels do frequent the Great 
Lakes, it is recommended that the Tabular GLF use imperial units for 
consistency and a less “cluttered” look



Required Government Survey Question 
“Do you feel it is appropriate for NWS to provide this product ?”. 

● Yes. So clear and easy to read, I think it might be widely used. 
Accurate data easy to locate will make it more widely used by more 
people. Who better than NOAA ? 

● Yes. May I say God and his weather can kick us in the head. But we 
have the ability to see the boot coming. That is why it is appropriate for 
the NWS to stand on the wall and say here it comes. 

● Yes, for safety of Life at sea, (and) commercial business efficiency for 
cargo delivery. 

● Yes. More reliable and verifiable professional than others.

● Yes. It is imperative to utilize the forecasts for professional mariners, 
we check the forecasts on average every 4 hours. A user friendly 
version is much appreciated.



Supporting you with our evolving 
understanding and capabilities

To summarize, based on your surveys, we will have 2 Changes in future

1. Small Craft, Gale, and Storm Warnings 
- names will remain unchanged.

1. This Fall, 2018: Small Craft, Gale, and Storm warnings will 
adopt the:   What - When - Where format.

1. In 2019: the Open Lakes Forecast will transition from the 
current format to a mobile friendly Tabular Display. 



Thank you
• Any questions, please contact: 

• Brian Hirsch   brian.hirsch@noaa.gov
• Ron Williams  ron.williams@noaa.gov
• Mike Bardou  mike.bardou@noaa.gov

mailto:brian.hirsch@noaa.gov
mailto:ron.williams@noaa.gov
mailto:mike.bardou@noaa.gov
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