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U.S.-Flag Dry-Bulk Carriage on the Great Lakes: June 2002-2007 and 5-Year Average 
(net tons) 

       Average 
Commodity 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2002-2006 

Iron Ore        
Direct Shipments 5,256,946 4,354,040 5,042,580 4,411,733 4,607,886 4,412,591 4,734,637 
Transshipments 175,262 46,568 366,172 239,372 345,030 282,064 234,481 

Total - Iron Ore 5,432,208 4,400,608 5,408,752 4,651,105 4,952,916 4,694,655 4,969,118 
Coal (By Lake of Loading)        
Lake Superior 1,396,113 1,782,361 1,514,912 2,026,209 1,942,896 1,680,261 1,732,498 
Lake Michigan 181,713 343,603 375,207 544,158 299,858 263,369 348,908 
Lake Erie 666,877 631,817 430,540 686,274 533,150 891,058 589,732 

Total - Coal 2,244,703 2,757,781 2,320,659 3,256,641 2,775,904 2,834,688 2,671,138 
Limestone 3,085,902 3,011,175 3,503,374 3,472,528 3,381,277 3,125,349 3,290,851 
Cement 475,994 452,801 500,081 417,276 481,941 391,019 465,619 
Salt 61,323 85,500 149,402 130,820 181,011 150,526 121,611 
Sand 34,072 91,677 76,762 90,425 52,208 50,063 69,029 
Grain 50,781 43,366 45,531 14,519 28,772 61,214 36,594 

Totals 11,384,983 10,842,908 12,004,561 12,033,314 11,854,029 11,307,514 11,623,959 
 

U.S.-Flag Carriage Year-To-Date 2002-2007 and 5-Year Average 
(net tons) 

       Average 
Commodity 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2002-2006 

Iron Ore        
Direct Shipments 16,343,135 16,263,898 19,306,682 17,807,430 18,472,861 17,913,845 17,638,801 
Transshipments 310,995 831,947 1,430,401 1,356,710 1,377,473 1,071,384 1,061,505 

Total - Iron Ore 16,654,130 17,095,845 20,737,083 19,164,140 19,850,334 18,985,229 18,700,306 
Coal (By Lake of Loading)        
Lake Superior 4,076,931 4,556,807 5,391,737 6,538,220 6,184,421 6,111,602 5,349,623 
Lake Michigan 866,479 890,289 1,432,676 1,582,380 1,180,436 955,389 1,190,452 
Lake Erie 2,155,419 1,363,602 1,927,578 1,894,737 1,990,628 2,045,306 1,866,393 

Total - Coal 7,098,829 6,810,698 8,751,991 10,015,337 9,355,485 9,112,297 8,406,468 
Limestone 8,697,946 7,567,249 10,633,109 10,360,068 10,566,444 9,133,056 9,564,963 
Cement 1,493,743 1,482,274 1,624,673 1,409,312 1,593,280 1,490,521 1,520,656 
Salt 231,046 407,739 313,809 377,160 492,045 394,600 364,360 
Sand 82,881 179,060 164,000 145,168 142,916 126,759 142,805 
Grain 133,695 102,296 103,541 135,230 104,723 152,818 115,897 

Totals 34,392,270 33,645,161 42,328,206 41,606,415 42,105,227 39,395,280 38,815,456 
 

Lake Carriers’ Association represents 18 American corporations that operate 63 U.S.-Flag vessels on the Great Lakes.  These 
vessels carry the raw materials that drive the nation’s economy: Iron ore and fluxstone for the steel industry, limestone and 
cement for the construction industry, coal for power generation....  Collectively, these vessels transport as much as 125 million 
tons of cargo a year when high water levels offset lack of adequate dredging.  More information is available at www.lcaship.com. 
 

Source: Lake Carriers’ Association.  Contact: Glen G. Nekvasil – Vice President – Corporate Communications (216-861-0592) 
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Information based on data from knowledgeable sources.  However, accuracy cannot be guaranteed.  Lake Carriers’ Association assumes no legal 
responsibility for the outcome of decisions or commitments made on the basis of this information.  This report represents the views of Lake Carriers’ 
Association and may not necessarily represent the views of its individual members. 


