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U.S.-Flag Dry-Bulk Carriage on the Great Lakes: May 2004-2009 and 5-Year Average 
(net tons) 

       Average 
Commodity 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2004-2008 

Iron Ore        
Direct Shipments 4,416,154 4,592,078 4,727,822 5,151,421 5,505,952 2,239,619 4,878,685 
Transshipments 178,505 210,116 221,314 258,762 349,963 0 243,732 

Total - Iron Ore 4,594,659 4,802,194 4,949,136 5,410,183 5,855,915 2,239,619 5,122,417 
Coal        
Lake Superior 1,951,513 1,954,812 1,738,637 1,868,939 1,797,879 1,770,420 1,862,356 
Lake Michigan 390,799 384,911 239,086 261,197 304,264 214,454 316,051 
Lake Erie 740,561 621,428 555,408 583,693 400,188 297,900 580,256 

Total - Coal 3,082,873 2,961,151 2,533,131 2,713,829 2,502,331 2,282,774 2,758,663 
Limestone 3,672,001 3,610,207 4,058,892 3,278,700 3,053,729 1,989,470 3,534,706 
Cement 488,215 416,013 422,202 475,940 345,043 346,986 429,483 
Salt 126,090 107,183 126,649 146,147 113,120 150,209 123,838 
Sand 47,736 35,634 59,060 76,696 0 53,243 43,825 
Grain 43,390 87,726 16,347 36,754 20,195 20,700 40,882 

Totals 12,054,964 12,020,108 12,165,417 12,138,249 11,890,333 7,083,001 12,053,814 
 

U.S.-Flag Carriage Year-To-Date 2004-2009 and 5-Year Average 
(net tons) 

       Average 
Commodity 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2004-2008 

Iron Ore        
Direct Shipments 14,264,102 13,395,697 13,864,975 13,501,254 14,400,998 4,967,810 13,885,405 
Transshipments 1,064,229 1,117,338 1,032,443 789,320 899,193 0 980,505 

Total - Iron Ore 15,328,331 14,513,035 14,897,418 14,290,574 15,300,191 4,967,810 14,865,910 
Coal        
Lake Superior 3,876,825 4,512,011 4,241,525 4,431,341 4,251,516 3,664,056 4,262,644 
Lake Michigan 1,064,716 1,038,222 880,578 692,020 761,888 431,869 887,485 
Lake Erie 1,497,038 1,208,463 1,457,478 1,154,248 903,689 467,163 1,244,183 

Total - Coal 6,438,579 6,758,696 6,579,581 6,277,609 5,917,093 4,563,088 6,394,312 
Limestone 7,129,735 6,887,540 7,185,167 6,007,707 5,321,482 3,112,789 6,506,326 
Cement 1,124,592 992,036 1,111,339 1,099,502 817,594 640,927 1,029,013 
Salt 164,407 246,340 311,034 244,074 296,295 282,805 252,430 
Sand 87,238 54,743 90,708 76,696 34,392 53,243 68,755 
Grain 58,010 120,711 75,951 91,604 39,843 57,181 77,224 

Totals 30,330,892 29,573,101 30,251,198 28,087,766 27,726,890 13,677,843 29,193,969 
 
 

Lake Carriers’ Association represents 18 American corporations that operate 65 U.S.-Flag vessels on the Great Lakes and carry the raw materials that 
drive the nation’s economy: Iron ore and fluxstone for the steel industry, limestone and cement for the construction industry, coal for power generation....  
Collectively, these vessels can transport more than 115 million tons of cargo a year when high water offsets lack of adequate dredging.  More information 
is available at www.lcaship.com.  Source: Lake Carriers’ Association.  Contact: Glen G. Nekvasil – Vice President – Corporate Communications (440-333-
9996) 
 

Information based on data from knowledgeable sources.  However, accuracy cannot be guaranteed.  Lake Carriers’ Association assumes no legal 
responsibility for the outcome of decisions or commitments made on the basis of this information.  This report represents the views of Lake Carriers’ 
Association and may not necessarily represent the views of its individual members. 
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